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Thank you for your support of MILK.

Our work would not have been possible  
without our partners and donors like you.

Your generous support has made  
a difference in these children’s lives.

 * Names have been changed for confidentiality purposes.
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The MILK Scholarship is an educational grant that gives youth from 
low-income households access to tertiary education. Many have multiple 
family problems; some have special needs or siblings with special needs. 
Apart from financial assistance, social workers from partner organisations 
enhance the help with other counselling and support programmes.

Milk Scholarship

“The MILK Scholarship has given me the 
opportunity to receive quality education and  
to excel in life. I am now able to see further  
and aim higher! I want to continue challenging 
and seeking new boundaries.” 

– Shui Yu, MILK Scholar
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There is no stopping Sharon. She is determined to succeed. Having lost 
her father when she was in primary school, she realised early that she had 
to be independent and worked hard to succeed. She managed to achieve 
good grades even while working two jobs every weeknight and full days 
during the weekends. 

Receiving the scholarship allowed Sharon to concentrate fully on her 
studies. Sharon has successfully obtained her Diploma and is now 
working. She is taking a part-time ACCA course to further upgrade herself 
and intends to pursue further studies after gaining some work experience. 

Sharon’s Story
A MILK scholar told us this story: 

‘I recently read a story about a pencil. It gave me so much strength that  
I want to share it with you. 

A pencil has five characteristics.

1st: You are capable of great things, but never forget that there is a hand 
guiding you. We call that hand God. I’m not from the Christian faith but I’ve 
learnt that a higher being guides us in life and that all things happen for a 
reason. I was born in a family where my father used horrible violence on 
us. My elder brother left my mother and me to fend for ourselves. I often 
wondered why I had such a father. But I’ve come to accept that whatever 
I had gone through made us stronger and cherish our mother-son 
relationship more. 

2nd: Now and then, I have to stop writing and use a sharpener. The pencil 
suffers a little, but afterwards, he’s much sharper. You, too, must learn to 
bear pains and sorrows, because they will make you a better person. When 
my brother left us, I lost a friend, a mentor. It hurt so much, but this made me 
grow as I shouldered the responsibility of being the only man in the family. 

3rd: The pencil always allows us to use an eraser to rub out any mistakes. 
Correcting something we did is not necessarily bad. This teaches me to 
continuously learn from mistakes. 

4th: What really matters in a pencil is not its wooden exterior, but the 
graphite inside. So pay attention to what is happening inside you. This is 
why I’m studying hard for a degree. I have been helped by MILK but I know 
one day after graduation, I will be able to help myself, my mother, and 
other people in need. 

Finally, the pencil’s 5th characteristic: It always leaves a mark. In the same 
way, everything you do in life will leave a mark, be conscious of that in your 
every action. This has taught me to strive to do my best in whatever I do, 
to be honest, to be responsible, and to be a man worthy of helping others 
in future.
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“Compassion Fund supported me financially 
through the difficult period of coping with my 
husband’s demise, so that I was less burdened 
with financial problems and was able to focus on 
finding a better job to support my family. I feel 
touched and grateful for the help I received and I 

feel that the world is filled with warmth.”

– Mdm Tee, Beneficiary of Compassion Fund

Compassion Fund is a crisis response fund that supports disadvantaged 
students in crisis. This crisis may be brought about by death, a sudden 
major illness or an accident in their family. 

Without assistance and support, these families are at risk of declining into 
poverty and developing chronic family problems, with a detrimental impact 
on the lives of the children. 

Compassion Fund offers interim financial assistance and will link 
beneficiaries with longer-term help if necessary; it complements, and does 
not replace, existing assistance schemes. Compassion Fund was initiated 
and has been incubated by MILK since 2006, and was established as a  
separate entity in 2009.

Compassion Fund
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Jane’s father passed away in 2009 after battling intestinal cancer, leaving 
behind his wife and 2 daughters. The family had exhausted their savings 
and insurance compensation on his treatment. On top of financial worries, 
Jane’s mother was extremely worried as Jane was to take her Primary 
School Leaving Examination (PSLE) at the end of the year.

Compassion Fund provided the family with financial assistance in the 
interim. Compassion Fund offered Jane a conditional incentive to motivate 
her to work towards achieving her PSLE goals. She was also counselled 
and was closely monitored. She challenged herself to achieve greater 
heights and maintained a positive attitude. As Jane has shown commendable 
spirit toward achieving her PSLE goals, and was able to achieve beyond her 
goals for 2 subjects, she was awarded the conditional incentive.

Jane’s Story
Jian was 7 when his father passed away following a traffic accident. His 
father’s sudden demise placed both an emotional and financial toll on the 
family as they shared a very close relationship. Jian’s mother had to take 
on the role of the sole breadwinner and this was extremely stressful for  
her and the family. Jian also had trouble coping with the changes. 

Compassion Fund provided the financial support in the interim to give the 
family time to process their grief and for Jian’s mother to secure full-time 
employment. They were referred to a Family Service Centre (FSC) which 
provided subsidised student care services, amongst other financial, 
emotional and job-search support.

Jian’s Story
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The Assistive Technology Fund (ATF), implemented by the Centre for 
Enabled Living (CEL), helps persons with disabilities by partially subsidising 
the purchases of assistive technology devices, up to a maximum $10,000 
or 90% of the equipment cost, whichever is lower, to enable them to pursue 
mainstream education or gain employment. Many low-income applicants 
are unable to afford their portion of the co-payment and are unable to get 
the much-needed equipment. MILK provides an additional supplement, on 
top of the subsidy, to ensure that such applicants are able to purchase the 
equipment they need.

Assistive Technology Fund (ATF) 
Top-up Supplement
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Ling, 17, was diagnosed with partial visual impairment and cerebral palsy 
since age 2. She was further diagnosed with Type 1 Diabetes 3 years ago. 
Despite these medical conditions, Ling had grown up to be very motivated 
in her learning.

Last year, Ling was due to join a new special school. However, her manual 
wheelchair did not allow her to ambulate independently and lacked the 
strong back support she needed.

Through the Assistive Technology Fund (ATF), Ling was granted a 75% 
subsidy for a new motorized wheelchair, but her parents had difficulty 
paying the remainder. MILK helped to top up the remaining 25% which 
relieved their financial burden and bought Ling some time to practice 
manoeuvring the new wheelchair before starting school this year. Ling  
is now able to ambulate independently to and from school.

“The programme has benefitted many 
needy beneficiaries and their families by 
defraying the cost of prescribed assistive 
equipment or devices. This not only allows 
them to pursue their dreams of participating 
in mainstream education or gain open 
employment, it enables them to live dignified 
and independent lives.”

– Lee Kwai Sem, Chief Executive, CEL

Ling’s Story
Helen, 9, was diagnosed with congenital profound hearing loss. As an 
infant, Helen had undergone a successful cochlear implant surgery in  
her left ear. However, the hearing loss in her right ear gradually became  
too profound for any hearing aid to be efficacious.

Helen lives with her grandmother, parents, and 2 elder sisters. Her father 
is the sole breadwinner, meeting their daily needs. When Helen was 
recommended to be fitted with another cochlear implant for her right ear, 
however, the family could not afford the full cost of the implant.

Fortunately, through the ATF programme and MILK’s top-up supplement, 
Helen was granted a 90% subsidy, significantly reducing the financial 
strain on her father. With the new cochlear implant, Helen became more 
independent and confident in school, and can localize sounds better within  
a noisy environment, thereby ensuring her safety. 

Helen’s Story
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MILK provides bursaries to students in Pathlight School from low-income 
families. Pathlight School is the first autism-focused school offering the 
Singapore mainstream curriculum with special accommodations and 
support to students with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD).  MILK’s bursary 
provides supplementary support to cover school transport, pocket money, 
uniforms, textbooks, stationery and enrichment programmes.  

MILK Education Grant  
Pathlight School
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“Many people and organisations in life 
start well but cannot sustain and finish 
well. MILK is different and has made the 
difference to many students in Pathlight 
School; supporting more than 100 students 
from needy backgrounds annually since 
Pathlight’s inception. Through sustained 
help, MILK has given them equal access  
to life opportunities which they otherwise 
would not have.”

–  Denise Phua Lay Peng, President  
of Autism Resource Centre (Singapore) 
and Supervisor, Pathlight School Board

Daniel was diagnosed with Asperger’s Syndrome at age 8. He had 
difficulties adjusting in a mainstream school and ran away from school  
on several occasions. 

Shortly after joining Pathlight School, Daniel’s mother passed away. His 
father not only had to cope with his loss, but also took on the role of being 
Daniel’s main care-giver and emotional anchor. The MILK Bursary was 
then awarded to Daniel, but he struggled to settle in at Pathlight School 
in the beginning. He teased his friends, ran away when teachers tried to 
correct his behaviour, and had problems staying on task.

Through the teachers’ efforts, Daniel has made significant positive strides 
over the last 3 years. He now responds well to their guidance and is 
willing to modify inappropriate behaviours. Not only has he progressed 
academically, he has shown encouraging improvements both at home and 
in school. He enjoys better relationships with his father and classmates now.

Daniel’s Story
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Babes provides guidance to teenagers who are experiencing a pregnancy 
crisis to avoid them taking the drastic step of abandoning their baby. This  
is achieved by providing information, support and community resources that 
nurture responsible decision making. Babes’ help includes a place to stay, 
adoption, child support, family support, legal aid, medical aid and advice, 
restoring relationships, school arrangements and other practical help.

“BABES changed my life in many tremendous ways. 
I have become a more responsible person and I 
have learnt not to be discouraged by past setbacks. 
I am a much stronger person now, thanks to my 
experience with BABES.”

– Julie, Beneficiary of BABES

Babes (Beyond)
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Gwen, 19, was 6 months pregnant when she contacted Babes. Her family 
was unaware of the situation and the father of the unborn child was no 
longer in the picture. Gwen had not gone for any medical check-ups and 
had no idea what to do. She was also very resistant to telling her parents. 
To ensure the safety of both child and mother, the social worker brought 
her for a check-up and supported her when she eventually disclosed the 
news to her parents. 

Initially, Gwen’s parents were very angry and disappointed. However, they 
gradually came to accept the situation. They accompanied her for check-
ups, and provided emotional support when she felt she was not ready to  
be a good mother and gave the child up for adoption. 

Today, Gwen’s child is in the adoptive care of her relative. She has since 
moved on from this trying period of her life and is now studying for her 
diploma. The crisis has opened up communication in her family, and they 
are more inclined to give her their support and understanding.

Gwen’s Story
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Overseas programmes: Philippines
Educational and Other Programmes through MILK Philippines

MILK Philippines implements programmes targeted at children and youth 
in Tala, Philippines. Tala, located in the outskirts of Manila City, has a 
population of 38,000. The community is regarded as outcasts because 
of the unfortunate legacy of being a ‘leper’ colony.  Many children lack 
nutrition and education and struggle with low self-esteem. MILK Philippines 
reaches out to these children by offering them opportunities in vocational 
education and other programmes.

Alicia

Alicia attends school at The START Learning Centre. The pre-school 
provides nutritional and medical attention, as well as a warm and 
conducive learning environment that children may not receive at home.

Alicia has now learnt to write independently, as compared to when she  
just started school. She also shares the values she learnt in school, with 
her family, such as contentment, albeit her young age.

Through MILK Philippines, Alicia’s mother is confident about 
communicating with others in the community, as she attends seminars, 
school activities, and meetings. Her biggest dream is for Alicia and her 
siblings to complete their studies so that they can lead better lives.
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School Lunch Farm and Development Programme

MILK works in regions of Thailand, where there are high concentrations of poor 
rural communities. MILK participates in strategic social-enterprise pilot projects 
to offer these communities a livelihood and bring them out of poverty.

The school lunch farm programmes in Nang Rong and Nong Bua Lamphu, 
north-eastern Thailand, helps impoverished families and their children 
create a self-sustaining economy. The farms, housed within school 
compounds, provide nutritious produce to the students, while generating 
profits to support the developments of the schools.

Mr Phisit’s School

Mr Phisit’s school is one of many, in rural Thailand, to be given funding 
from the Thai government, to provide healthy and nutritious lunch for poor 
children. However, the funding soon proved insufficient to adequately 
provide such lunches to the entire student population.

A School Lunch Farm was set up in Mr Phisit’s school – they now grow 
their own vegetables, cooking herbs, bananas, and rear fish and frogs. 

This farm has significantly improved the health of the children and the 
community served by the school. Students are served with complete 
nutritious lunches, and the surplus produce are both sold to generate  
a revolving income and shared with neighbouring smaller schools.

Through maintenance of the farms, students pick up agricultural skills, 
which they share with their families. This creates a positive change in  
the livelihood of the community.

Overseas programmes: Thailand

Luo Yuan, China – MILK Education Grant and University Bursary

Luo Yuan is a county located on the eastern coast of Fujian Province,  
China, with an impoverished community of 250,000 people. The community 
relies mainly on fish farming, land farming and quarrying for a living. 

The MILK Education Grant helps primary and secondary school students 
from families in extreme poverty, with many who are malnourished. The 
MILK University Bursary helps disadvantaged university students with  
good academic record and strong character references from the school 
and community leaders. The Luo Yuan County Government manages  
the disbursements of the grants and bursaries whilst the Luo Yuan  
Church supports the students and their families through home visits.

Qing

Qing’s family often fought over finances and struggled to see her through 
school. But, with the MILK Education Grant, the heavy financial load 
was finally lifted off her parents’ shoulders and she was able to go to 
school without worries. She added that she learnt about gratitude, being 
appreciative, and giving through volunteers from the Luo Yuan Church  
who journeyed closely with her family.

Qing, now 22, tells us that she, too, wants to help others in her community 
in any way she can, while she works towards her greater goal of becoming 
a doctor.

Overseas programmes: China
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Pre- & Elemantary School and Informal Schools

For the past 3 decades, the people in Pakistan have suffered greatly 
from lack of education and low literacy rate. Few local non-governmental 
organisations are willing to help address these problems, due to security 
and political issues.

Care Channels, MILK’s partner, set up a pre-school in 2006, to provide 
quality education to the urban poor in Lahore, and it has since seen 
increased enthusiasm and recognition for education amongst the families 
there. With increasing needs and many requests from parents, Care 
Channels will start its elementary education in 2011.

Informal schools were also set up in a brick kiln area to provide basic 
education to the poor, who are enslaved by brick kiln owners. Early reading 
and writing skills are taught to the children there to help them break free 
from the poverty cycle.

Care Channels Learning Centre Pakistan

With our partnership this year, scholarships were granted to 24 deserving 
children from disadvantaged backgrounds aged four to seven years old. 

Besides facing challenging life situations at home, the children also learn 
about the lives of people like Thomas Edison and Helen Keller, and enjoy 
Disney stories. They can feast their eyes on the colourful pages of quality 
children’s books and widen their knowledge, just like the other students 
from other good schools in Lahore. The children are happy, excited to learn 
and able to speak, or at least understand, English. The older ones are 
bilingual, able to read and write both English and Urdu.  

Overseas programmes: Pakistan
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Community Programmes through Fundasaun Alola

Though a very young nation, Timor Leste has one of the highest child  
and infant mortality rates in the world. MILK’s work in Timor Leste involves 
primary health care, maternal and child health, education and economic 
development programmes.

Fundasaun Alola is an organisation dedicated to improving the lives 
of women and mothers. With MILK supporting their capacity building, 
programmes like Advocacy, Maternal and Child Health, Education and 
Literacy, and Economic Development are run to benefit the women.  
Going forward, MILK’s support will extend to meeting other gaps faced  
in their programmes.

Marie

With Fundasaun Alola and MILK’s help, Marie was able to attend 
University and pursue her studies in Public Health – an opportunity she 
would, otherwise, not have due to financial difficulties. 

Marie is now in the third year of her university studies. Aside from wanting 
to serve the community in the Public Health sector upon graduation, Marie 
also hopes that more young Timorese can have access to university 
education so that they, the next generation, can help develop the country 
and lead better lives.

Overseas programmes: Timor Leste
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My Details

(Ms/Mr/Mrs/Dr):

Full Name:

Tax Reference No. 
(NRIC/FIN/UEN): 
*important field

Mailing Address:

Contact Person:

Address:

Email Address:

Contact Number:

Anonymous (pls tick):

Option 1: Cheque Donation (Payee Name: Milk Fund)

I / My company* would like to make a donation of S$ ________________ to MILK Fund. 

Please find enclosed my *cash / cheque _______________________ (bank & cheque no.)

Please mail this original form to: 1 Kaki Bukit Road 1, #02-10 Enterprise One, S’pore 415934

MILK Donation Form Option 2: Credit Card Donation

Donation Amount:

Credit Card: *Visa / Master 
(We are not able to accept Amex and Diners card at the moment)

Card Number:

Name on card:

Expiry Date:

Signature:

CVV2 (last 3 digits on reverse of card):

Kindly take note that donations of $50.00 and above for local programmes will be eligible for tax deduction. The deduction will be automatically included 
in your tax assessment with your provision of your Tax Reference Number (e.g. NRIC/FIN/UEN). You do not need to claim the deduction in your tax form. 
Donations for programmes outside Singapore are not eligible for tax deduction. Thank You For Making A Difference!

1 Kaki Bukit Road 1, #02-10 Enterprise One, Singapore 415934, (O) 62224123 / 81286864 (Fax) 62224023 (Email) info@milk.org.sg

* Please delete accordingly
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